
Darci Tipton
Creative Publications

*A link to this power point can be found on my website.



Objective: Understand the curriculum and goal of 
Creative Publications
Thanks for watching!



About Mrs. Tipton
• 10 years teaching

• 5 years in DVUSD
✗ + 3 years as a DVUSD Substitute

• Graduated from ASU

• 2 daughters

Favorites: Music, traveling, 
swimming, reading and 
spending time with family 

and friends.



Curriculum Objectives:  
In this project-based class students will use 
technology and work collaboratively through the 
production process to develop creative products 
such as a yearbook, newspaper, newsletter, video 
announcements, website, flier, and other forms of 
communication for our campus.  Throughout the 
course students learn about digital safety and 
guidelines for creating virtual publications and 
media. 

* This course is taught using the college and career readiness 
standards.



lessons and assignments
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Organization

Items are listed 
under the date 
in the order 
they should be 
completed.

Weekly lessons 

 In Canvas under 
the Modules tab.  

assignments

Listed under the 
heading for the day 
of the week. 

• I try allow ample time within the class 
period to complete the day’s 
assignments. Occasionally your 
student may have a publication 
deadline that requires work outside 
of class meet.



What happens in our zoom class?
Overview:  I give an 
overview of the 
assignments for the 
day.
*Students have access to 
all my teaching materials in 
the module.

Tech help: I spend time 
showing students how 
to submit assignments 
and use various tools in 
canvas.

Lessons: I teach any new 
material needed to 
complete the 
assignments
Questions: I answer any 
questions the students 
might have about their 
assignments, or canvas.

Publication Teams:  The 
students work in their 
teams to assign jobs and 
complete the necessary 
task to publish our 
campus communications.
Advisement: I meet with 
each team to outline the 
team’s responsibilities for 
the week and ensure that 
their weekly deadlines 
will be met.



Publication Team ROles
Announcements

Create scripts using 
content from 
communications team.

Develop concepts for 
videos.

Produce and edit weekly 
announcements.

Falcon Flier
Create publication using 
content from 
communications team.

Write and edit weekly 
publication.

Communications
Manage communication 
with staff and students

Share content with  all 
teams.

Manage social media 
accounts.

Create weekly student 
Kahoot.

Hillcrest Happenings
Create publication using 
content from 
communications team.

Write and edit weekly 
publication.



What should your student do if they Can't Get into Zoom:
1.) Send me a text message 925-246-5843 so I know what 
is happening and I don't mark you absent.
2.) Refresh your page.
3). Log in to your zoom account. Enter the meeting ID, and 
Password
4). Re-Start your computer and try again.

*If all else fails, whatever I am going over in Zoom is on the Canvas 
page. Your student can work through the activities in the module with 
the date (whichever day they missed zoom). I will make contact as 
soon as I can to answer questions.



Supplies/Attendance:
• It is important that the student 

has a quiet place to participate 
in zoom, or a headset/earbuds 
with a microphone.

• Chromebooks should be 
charged or plugged in prior to 
zoom.

• Sometimes students need 
paper and something to write 
with.

• I take attendance at the start of 
class, but I do not submit until 
the end of class, in case students 
are struggling to get into zoom.

• If a student cannot get into 
zoom the can send me a 
message or a text and I will not 
mark them absent.

• Please call the Hillcrest 
attendance line to report an 
absence. (623) 376-3390



Canvas Tips:
Troubleshooting

* Copy paste links into 
a the url box.
* Try refreshing your 
page.
* Try restarting your 
chromebook.

Canvas Tools

* Within any class, the 
assignments tab organizes 
assignments into, categories, 
“upcoming”, “overdue” and 
“past.

The calendar tab oranizes 
assignments by due date on a 
calendar page.

* Under the “To Do” list on their 
dashboard students can see 
their “Recent Feedback” list, 
containing teacher comments 
and scores on assignments.

Helpful Additions

*Add the student canvas app 
to your student’s smart phone 
or device.  They can submit 
assignments directly from the 
app!

*Set up a parent observer 
account. (Directions on the next slide)





Chromebook Help:
Checking for updates

1. Login to Chromebook.
2. At the bottom right, select the time.
3. Select Settings icon .
4. At the top of the window click on the 
icon OR select “About Chrome OS ” on 
the bottom left panel.
5. Under "Google Chrome OS," you'll find 
which version of the Chrome operating 
system your Chromebook uses.
6. Select Check for updates.
7. If your Chromebook finds a software 
update, it will start to download 
automatically and prompt for a restart.

Resetting the Chromebook
1. Sign out of your Chromebook.

2. At the login screen, press and hold Ctrl + Alt + Shift + r , then click Restart or 
Powerwash.

3. In the box that appears, select Powerwash > Continue.

4. Select Continue to confirm powerwash.

5. At the Welcome screen, select “Let’s Go”.

6. Connect to your home network, click next.

7. Select Accept and Continue.

8. When Enterprise Enrollment begins you may have two different scenarios.

a. When Enterprise Enrollment completes, select Done.

b. If you see an Enrollment Error, click on the "enroll manually"

option and enter students FULL email address - example

xxxxx123@learner.dvusd.org this will overwrite @dvusd.org .

9. After the enrollment process completes, the login screen will reappear.

Login with students email address and password to begin using the

chromebook.



Tips to maximize your home internet connectivity:
1) Confirm your subscribed level of service (speed & data consumption) with Internet Service Provider (“ISP”)

○ ISP’s offer different levels of connection speed; faster speeds cost more money
○ Certain ISP’s have surcharges if total data consumed in a month exceeds pre-determined maximum

2) Ensure your modem allows you to achieve subscribed speed from your ISP
○ Like computers, an older Internet modem can’t work as quickly and can become a ‘bottleneck’ for your 

home network. It’s more economical to buy a modem (Costco, Amazon, etc.) than rent it from your ISP
3) Ensure your wireless (“WiFi”) router allows you to achieve maximum speed from your ISP

○ Like computers, an older router can’t work as quickly and can become a ‘bottleneck’ for your home 
network… especially when multiple devices are using video conference (like Zoom) and/or streaming video 
(like Netflix, Sling, Hulu, Apple TV, Disney+, etc.)

○ Choose a router which will accommodate your number of users/devices, your ISP speed, range (physical 
area) of your network, etc.

4) Test the Internet speeds you’re obtaining
○ Free tools are available from your ISP and (usually) your router’s manufacturer
○ Test the WiFi speed from your laptop computer or handheld device from various locations in your home to 

determine the best locations for strong signal (e.g. better speed)
5) Ensure your network doesn’t have a weak WiFi signal or “dead spot” where you need to connect wirelessly

○ If necessary, install a WiFi signal “repeater” to extend your router’s range/reach



Contact
Email: Darci.Tipton@dvusd.org

Website: https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/8611
Call or Text: (925)-246-5843Thanks for your time!  Feel 

free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns you 
have!

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/8611

